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From Our Superintendent....

A

s we move forward into 2017 I would like to thank
all our staff members for their dedication to our students and commitment to public education. The holidays
were a time of giving and being thankful for what we have.
Our school district and community is thankful for the excellent staff that we have.
This time is truly an exciting time for Canton Schools as
we transition to a 21st Century district. For example, staff members have
recently visited other districts to learn more about the impending implementation of a district-wide STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) curriculum. The elementary teachers have selected Lego Education
Wedo 2.0 as a STEM curriculum. Similarly, the high school and middle
school have selected Project Lead the Way for a STEM curriculum. Accordingly, by next year, Canton Schools will be embarking on a new path to enhance our current curriculum that will prove to be exciting for our students
and community.

Rolf Sivertsen, Superintendent

Science, Technology, Engineering, Math

Westview fourth grade students
perform a lava experiement in the
landforms and volcanoes unit.
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Ingersoll fifth grade students
actively engaged in a STEM
project using Legos.

Canton High School

It seems second semester just started,
but Final Exams concluded the year on
December 20 and 21. As always, the
fall was packed full with cross-country
meets, golf matches, volleyball and
football games, as well as marching band
competitions, FFA contests, and band
and choral concerts. The Pep Band will
play their first game on January 10. Jazz
Band has also started preparing for their
busy schedule. Save the date of March
11 on your calendar to hear a fantastic
Jazz performance at CHS. Individually,
Chloe Howell participated in the ILMEA
All-District Band in October and Phillip
Murphy was selected to the Bradley University Fr/So Honor Band. Girls Basketball won the Fulton County Tournament
with a record of 4-0. The Canton Boys
Basketball Team won the Canton Turkey
Tournament the next weekend, going a
perfect 3-0. Cooper Smith and Garrett
Brant were named to the All-Tournament
team.
Several student athletes were named
to the Mid-Illini All-Conference teams:
2nd team members included: Josh Weyers (soccer); Devin George (golf); and
Nathan Jarnigan, Lucas Ketcham, Ethan
Magnuson, Preston Taylor, and Clint
Wells (football). First team members
included: Emily Franzoni (golf) and
Jace Chamberlin, Cameron Lucas, Gage
Miller, and Nathan Miller (football).
Coach Ryan Pearson and his football
staff gave us a season to remember in
2016. The varsity team went 7-2 in the
regular season and qualified for the 4A
Playoffs. The Little Giants gave the
fans some more excitement with a 1st
Round win over West Frankfort 29-15,
2nd Round win at Columbia 27-21, and
a Quarterfinal win at home on the last
play of the game against Breese Mater

Continued on Page 5

Lincoln Elementary School

Warm holiday greetings from Lincoln School! Lincoln students have several special
holiday happenings. On December 1, the third and fourth grade students presented their
winter music program at the Canton High School auditorium. Mrs. Butler our music
specialist spent several weeks preparing the students for their performance. Students
from Mrs. McDaniel-Churchill’s special education program and several 4th grade buddies presented a unified play on December 16. The students worked together memorizing
lines and rehearsing for this event, which was very inspiring. Monday, December 19, our
students attended a traditional Christmas Tea. Lincoln’s parent organization decorated the
library and served cookies and punch on real china. The students dress up and sing carols
around the piano. Santa Claus even visits! Each student received a photograph with Santa
compliments of the Lincoln School Supporters. This is a magical time of year and the
Christmas Tea is usually a fond memory of our Lincoln School “graduates”. Finally, all
students will celebrate classroom Christmas parties on December 21 before taking a 12 day
winter break.
Our staff, students, and families have worked on donating money for children in need
again this year. Instead of the traditional gift exchange, student donations were divided
between the classrooms. Each classroom shopped for
items for a child from
the Salvation Army
Angel Tree. This year,
Lincoln students and
staff donated $1,250!
Our students were very
excited about Christmas
shopping for someone
in need.
During this holiday
season I hope you filled
your life with love,
compassion, tolerance,
Holiday Hat Day at Lincoln! peace and happiness.

Happy 2017 from Lincoln School!

Smiles backstage at the
Lincoln winter concert.

Lincoln students raised enough money to send two veterans on the
Greater Peoria Honor Flight in the 2016 Nets for Vets campaign.

Ingersoll Middle School

It’s an exciting time in the 8th grade with every student issued an electronic device that they are taking home.
Eighth grade teachers have taken advantage of the one-to-one computing by “rethinking research.” The career essay project
went digital in a variety of interesting and engaging ways. The project began with Ms. Coleman visiting writing classes and
introducing the Internet source “Career Cruising.” The digital assignment continued with students sharpening their research
skills and discovering ways in which to “maximize” their Internet searches by learning how to evaluate websites. This process
was made easy with full-time computers for every student.
Continuing with the digital theme, eighth graders stored
their research information on Google Sheets and crafted their
career essays on Google Documents. Along with the final
product of a structured career essay, students utilized new
technologies to create presentations on their chosen careers.
Some students crafted presentations using Google Slides, while
others created inforgraphics. The use of computers allowed
students to easily access information that gave them insights
into future career possibilities.
As part of Red Ribbon Week, Project HOPE partnered
with Student Council and promoted a drug free and bully free
school by having students sign a pledge to commit to being
drug and bully free. This banner size pledge will be hung
visibly at Ingersoll to remind students off their commitment
throughout the school year. All of the students were encouraged to find and share good qualities in their peers by filling
out Acts of Kindness recognition forms when a classmate
Veterans shared their stories with Ingersoll Middle
goes above and beyond for another student or teacher. These
School students and staff in honor of Veterans Day.
students are later recognized on the announcements for their
positive impact at IMS.
The Ingersoll Student Council held their annual
Continued on Page 3

Page 2

Westview Elementary School

We would like to extend a warm wecome to 2017 from Westview students and staff. It is incredible to think that we
are almost halfway through the year.
On Halloween, Westview once again welcomed the Lewistown Tube Band. The band played instruments that are
made of PVC pipe, duct tape, field tile, spatulas and from other non-musical items.
To celebrate Veterans Day, several grade levels had a veteran come in and speak to the students. At morning assembly, the American Legion presented the colors and spoke to the students. A special thank you to all of our Veterans for
making this a meaningful day for our students!
The students in the 2nd grade classes of Amanda Sipe, Katrina Hamilton and Tina Bequeaith recently performed
their annual fall plays. The students practiced the plays to build their oral reading fluency and performed for parents as
a culminating activity. The children did a fabulous job and had a large
audience for each performance.
Read for 2017 was on December 2 for the students at Westview. The
students all received a book as a gift from Westview School. Our guest
reader was Christy Semande, the school district librarian.
The Winter Music Program was held on December 6. Third and
fourth grade students performed songs for an audience of family and
friends. Students were asked to play instruments and sing a variety of
songs. We would like to thank our music teacher Sarah Butler for planning and preparing a wonderful music program. We also extend our
thanks to Richard Etter for accompanying on the piano.
The Christmas Tea was held on December 19. Students dressed up
in their best clothes and sang carols in the library after enjoying punch
Westview extends a ‘Thank You” to the Canton
and cookies. Santa paid a visit, and students had the opportunity to be
Fire Deprtment for spendimg time with our
photographed with him. students and teaching them fire safety.
Parent volunteers turned
the library into a winter wonderland for the Christmas Tea.
Westview’s 2nd Quarter Reward was on December 21. The students
went to the high school auditorium to watch a movie for their good
behavior in school. Congratulations to all the students who earned this
reward!
Westview School is excited to announce that we now have a mobile cart of Chromebooks that is used in classrooms throughout the
school. Many teachers and student have already begun utilizing the
new Chrombooks in very creative and engaging lessons. In January, we
Third grade students in Sherry Hardy’s classroom
anticipate the arrival of a mobile cart of iPads!
use their new Chromebooks.

Ingersoll continued from page 2___

Ingersoll students and staff appreciated the opportunity to visit with Veterans.

Canned Food Drive in November. Students in grades 5-8 brought in
nonperishable food items to their TAP classes which were then given
to the food pantry at First Baptist Church. Student Council visited
the residents of Emerald Estates for their annual Christmas party. They
made a Christmas craft project and played various games together.
Christmas presents were furnished by the Student Council. Each year,
as part of their community service projects, the IMS Student Council
visits the residents of Emerald Estates for Christmas, and Valentine’s
Day and in the Spring have a cookout and play games. Many friendships are created through this worthwhile project.
The seventh grade Energizer Team made winter door decorations
and sang holiday carols at the Renaissance Community Center and Red
Oak Estates. The 7th grade All-Star Team conducted their community
service project which consisted of the collection of items to help our
local animal shelter. The sixth grade MasterMind team continues to
do monthly Meals on Wheels activities such as cards, crafts, and small
treats.
The band students at Ingersoll Middle School performed their
annual winter concert for a standing room only crowd on December 4.
Students in the sixth, seventh and eighth grades performed a wide variety of music including holiday favorites for a large audience of family
and friends gathered in the school gymnasium.
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Weather Related School Emergency Procedures
for the Canton School DistrictDistrict 66
In addition to our usual methods of communication, District #66 will use our SKYLERT
MESSAGING SERVICE to notify parents of school cancellations, delays, and early dismissals. Parents will receive an automated telephone message directly from the district
office soon after the decision is made. This will be an efficient and timely way to communicate to all district parents. To assist with this service, it is important your telephone information is accurate at your child’s school.
All emergency information for District 66 regarding school cancellations, delayed starts,
and early dismissals will be broadcast via the following methods:
**Skylert Telephone Messaging Service
**WEEK Channel 25
** WBYS 1560 AM				
**WMBD Channel 31
							
**WHOI Channel 19
**’School Closings link on District Website:
		
www.cantonusd.org

Eastview Elementary School

It’s amazing how fast time goes when you are having fun and busy learning. We have had an
amazing first semester full of fun, exciting activities. Halloween parade and parties were a smashing
success. Our students and families participated in our Family Reading Night. The first and second
grade students did a fabulous job with their “Let’s Eat” music program in November. It never ceases to
amaze me at the talent of our students.
Student leadership is once again going strong this year. Our first quarter team collected pet supplies for the Humane
Society. The second quarter leadership team spent their mornings making “positive saying” posters to put up around the
building. The leadership teams show great compassion and concern for their community. I am very proud of all of their
hard work.
The Eastview SOS held a canned food drive this fall. Eastview collected over 1200 cans for the food pantry. Mrs.
Edwards’s class was the top can collectors earning a pizza party. The students also donated to the Pennies for Patients
campaign again this year. The student’s raised just under $500 for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Foundation. It is amazing to see how caring all of our students are for others!
As we wrap up the year the students will have dressed in their best for the Eastview Christmas Tea, visited with
Santa, danced the night away at the Winter Dance, participated in our PJ/Polar Express spirit day and finished the year
out with their classroom holiday parties. Several fun activities packed into a few weeks.
As another year comes to a close and we move forward in 2017 I want to say Thank You to all of the staff, parents,
and volunteers that have helped make Eastview the AMAZING school that it is. Eastview couldn’t accomplish all we
do without the tremendous support received from all of these people. I look forward to another great year and wish
everyone a Happy and Healthy 2017!

Eastview students take a break from dancing to
pose for a photo at the Winter Family Dance.

Right:
Third grade
students in
Melissa Edwards’ classroom collected
the most
cans during
the Eastview
canned food
drive Their
prize was a
pizza party!
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CHS continued from page 1___

Events

Dec. 22 - Jan. 2 NO SCHOOL
Jan. 3 School Resumes
Jan. 7 D Bishop Speech Tournament
Jan. 10 Lincoln School Supporters,
6:30 PM
Jan. 10 Friends of WV, 3:15 PM
Jan. 11 LG Booster Club, 7 PM
Jan. 13 NO SCHOOL
Jan. 14 CHS Science Olympiad
Jan. 16 NO SCHOOL
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Jan. 17 Eastview SOS, 6:30 PM
Jan. 18 School Board Meeting, 7 PM
Jan. 20 IMS Spirit Day
Jan. 23 17-18 Parent Night for
incoming Freshmen, 6:30 PM
Jan. 24 Preschool Screening, Wesley
UMC, 11:30 AM - 6 PM
Jan. 24 Gr. 5 & 6 Activity Night, 3:30-5
Jan. 25-28
ILMEA All-State Music Conf
Jan. 26 Preschool Screening, Wesley
UMC, 8:30-11 AM
Jan. 27 Preschool Screening, Wesley
UMC, 8:30 AM-3 PM
Jan. 27 Lincoln Young Athletes Culmi
nating Event
Jan. 27 FFA/Ag Pancake Supper, 4-7
Jan. 31 Reading Adventures at Oaklawn
Feb. 2 Mr. Little Giant Pageant, 7 PM
Feb. 2 2:15 EARLY DISMISSAL
Feb. 3 Gr. 7 & 8 Valentine Dance, 7-9
Feb. 6-10 EV Jump Rope for Heart
Feb. 7 Westview Jump Rope for Heart
Feb. 8 LG Booster Club, 7 PM
Feb. 9 Lincoln Jump Rope for Heart
Feb. 9 Ingersoll Spelling Bee

Upcoming

Dei 43-42. The semifinal game against
Rochester ended the Little Giant’s
season with a score of 49-21. Cameron
Lucas was also selected 1st team AllState and Jace Chamberlin was honorable mention Class 4A All-State by the
Illinois Football Coaches Association.
While the Cubs were clinching the
World Series on November 2, a group
of CHS teachers and administrators
traveled to Barrington H.S. for a tour
of their STEM (Science Technology
Engineering and Math) and Entrepreneurship programs. Big changes are
coming to CHS in these areas.
In November, CHS had several
faculty members present at the Illinois
Education and Technology Conference
in Springfield (pictured below). Shawn
Cullen and Anne Grzanich presented
on ‘How to Implement 1:1 Successfully’, Jessica Lighthall gave a presentation on Podcasting, and the team of
Felicia Appell and Julie Tarvin lead a
group on ‘Showcasing Literature and
Writing through Technology and Website Building.’ It was a great experience
to listen and share the exciting new
instructional practices of implementing technology. Anne Grzanich has
also started a Student Help Desk in the
library for technology problems.
The students in Felicia Appell’s
and Julie Tarvin’s English II classes
have been reading Charles Dickens’ A
Christmas Carol. In an effort to help
students actually experience one of the
major themes of the story, a community
service project was coordinated with
St. Mary’s Church. Students drafted
donation letters that were sent to various businesses and family members in
our community. In the letters, students
requested donations to fill gift bags
which will be donated to 150 low
income children in our community.
Students of Keli Mayhew’s Com
103 class visited the Orendorff Mansion (Redcrest) following research
projects and presentations on the history of Canton. Owner John Zaryczny
provided a tour for the students, making a very memorable experience.
The Graphic Design classes partnered with the local Altrusa International Club to design a logo for their
pilot program, “Reader 4 Ever.” The
Reader 4 Ever program distributes free
books to the local elementary students.
Dezi Voss, an Intro to Graphic Design
student, designed the winning logo.

Feb. 10 Lincoln Family Valentine Dance,
7-8:30 PM
Feb. 16		 Westview Fundraiser Kick-off
Feb. 17		 School Improvement Day
		 11:30 AM, EARLY DISMISSAL
Feb. 20		 NO SCHOOL
		 Presidents Day

Feb. 22		 School Board Meeting, 7 PM
Feb. 27		 P&O Band Club Mtg, 7 PM
Mar. 2		 IMS Spring Pictures
Mar. 2		 School Improvement Day
		 11:30 AM, EARLY DISMISSAL
Mar. 4		 Club Unify/Special Olympics
		 Basketball Game
Mar. 4		 IHSA Solo & Ensemble Contest
Mar. 9		 Grand March/Prom Sign-up
		 3:15-3:45 PM, CHS Auditorium
Mar. 10		 Grand March/Prom Sign-up
7:40-8:05 AM, CHS Auditorium
Mar. 11		 CHS Jazz Concert, American Grille
		 7 PM
Mar. 12		 Return to Daylight Savings Time
Mar. 13-17 Book Fair, Ingersoll MS
Mar. 15		 Special Olympics Track & Field
		 Registration, 6 PM, Lincoln Elem.
Mar. 18		 CHS Cheer Tryouts
Mar. 20		 School Board Meeting
Mar. 20		 Eastview Spring Pictures
Mar. 21		 Gr. 5 & 6 Activity Night, 3:30-5 PM
Mar. 24 Ingersoll Spirit Day
Mar. 24		 CHS Dance Team Tryouts
Mar. 31		 Thespian Spring Musical
April 1 & 2 Thespian Spring Musical

Additional District 66 Events
are listed in the 2016-2017
Activity Calendar at
www.cantonusd.org.

CHS Madrigals
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State School Report Cards

The 2015-2016 Illinois School
Report Card for each of the District #66 schools is now available
on the District #66 website at
www.cantonusd.org. The revised report card paints a more
complete picture of the learning
environment at every school in
Illinois, providing information
about academic performance,
the school environment, available courses and programs.
The new report card includes
both an Online Report Card
that offers an in-depth view
of school-and district-level information, as well as an AtA-Glance Report Card that
provides a simple, one-page,
printable view of a school or
district’s most important information. If you prefer, you may
obtain a paper copy at any of
the district schools or at the Administration Office, located at
20 West Walnut Street, Canton.

Preschool Screening &
Early Beginnings Screening

The Canton School District will
conduct a free preschool screening
for children ages 3-5. Vision, hearing, speech and general development will be assessed as part of
this service.
In addition, the Early Beginnings staff will be available on
Thursday, January 26, from 8:30
am - 11:00 am to provide a developmental screening for children
birth to age 3.
After January 4, 2017, parents
are asked to schedule an appointment for the preschool screening
or the Early Beginnings screening by calling 647-1418. Walk-ins
will be given an appointment and
asked to return at a later time.

Place:

Wesley United Methodist Church
120 North Avenue A, Canton

Dates & Times:

Tues., Jan. 24: 11:30 am - 6:00 pm
Thurs., Jan. 26: 8:30 am - 11:00 am
Fri., Jan. 27: 8:30 am – 3:00 pm

Volunteer at
a District 66
School Now!
STEM curriculum at
Lincoln Elementary!

CUSD #66 CONTACT INFORMATION

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
Superintendent: Rolf Sivertsen
20 West Walnut Street, Canton, IL 61520
309-647-9411; fax 309-649-5036
rolf.sivertsen@cantonusd.org
Finance Director: Robin Tonkin
(309) 647-9411; fax (309) 649-5036
rtonkin@cantonusd.org
Curriculum Director: Jason Parsons
(309) 647-1600; fax (309) 649-5002
jparsons@cantonusd.org

Special Education Director: Cheley Martin
(309) 647-1418; fox (309) 649-5002
cmartin@cantonusd.org
Technology Director: Don Howell
(309) 649-3013; (309) 649-5036
don.howell@cantonusd.org

CANTON HIGH SCHOOL
Principal: Jennifer Watts
1001 North Main Street, Canton, IL 61520
(309 647-1820; fax (309) 649-5039
jwatts@cantonusd.org

EASTVIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Principal: Bridgette Dennis
1490 East Myrtle Street, Canton, IL 61520
(309) 647-0136; fax (309) 647-3430
bdennis@cantonusd.org

Technology Dean: Anne Grzanich
agrzanich@cantonusd.org

LINCOLN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Principal: SueEllen Stephenson
20 Lincoln Road, Canton, IL 61520
(309) 649-7594; fax (309) 647-2043
sstephenson@cantonusd.org

Assistant Principal: Tony McCoy
tony.mccoy@cantonusd.org

Athletic Director: Jon Grzanich
(309) 647-0520
jon.grzanich@cantonusd.org

INGERSOLL MIDDLE SCHOOL
Principal: Wayne Krus
1605 East Ash Street, Canton, IL 61520
(309) 647-6951; fax (309) 647-6959
wayne.krus@cantonusd.org
Assistant Principal: Mark Ghidina
mghidina@cantonusd.org

WESTVIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Principal: Tad DeRenzy
700 West Old Vine Street, Canton, IL 61520
(309) 647-2111; fax (309) 647-2047
tad.derenzy@cantonusd.org

www.cantonusd.org

