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Intelligence plus character - that is the
goal of true education.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Dedicated to youth.
Committed to excellence.

From Our Superintendent....

S

tate

Continues to Operate in a
Dysfunctional Manner—Placing the
School Children of Illinois in Harm’s Way

Recently many of you might have been hearing
about the debate occurring in Springfield over the
“Grand Bargain.” The Grand Bargain is legislation designed to end
the budget impasse between Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner and
the Democratic legislature. Because of the impasse the State of Illinois now has the distinction of being the only state in U.S. history
to operate the longest without a budget. What a disgrace!! As reported in U.S. News and World, report specifics of the bill include:
“…….raising
the
personal
income
tax
from
3.75 percent to 4.99 percent; freezing local property taxes as demanded by Rauner; and revamping public school funding to make state-dollar distribution fairer.”
For the last couple of months Senate President John Cullerton
and Senate Majority Leader Christine Radogno have worked
together to cobble a bill that would be palatable to both parties. However, at the last moment, Governor Rauner withdrew support for the legislation amid allegations of the Governor calling individual senators and making political threats.

–The Impact of a Lack of a Budget Bill

Currently the state has an estimated 12 billion dollars of unpaid
bills in the comptroller’s office. In addition, the state pension costs
are estimated to increase by $1 billion dollars next year to 8.8 billion — with no planned new revenue to pay for the increased costs.
To date the yearly pension costs for the state of Illinois now consumes 25% of the estimated 33 billion dollar budget—if one existed.
To date the Canton School District has not received any mandated categorical payments for FY 17. If the state fails to make
any mandated categorical payments this year it would be a catastrophe.
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Canton High School

Where did Third Quarter go? It seems like
we just returned from winter break and now we
are on the last stretch of the school year. Canton
High School students spent much of 3rd Quarter
busy wrapping up winter activities and preparing for Spring.
Canton High School Speech Team had another successful season. They hosted their annual
Dave Bishop Commemorative Speech Tournament at Canton High School. CHS Sophomore
Nathan Bobell competed in the IHSA Individual
Events State Speech Tournament. Nathan
finished the season ranking 14th in Illinois in
Original Oratory. In this event, students present persuasive speeches that they have written
themselves. The students are judged not only on
their speaking skills during the 8 minute presentation, but for writing elements as well. Bobell’s
piece convinces the listener about the importance of foreign language education in a global
society.
The speech season is long but rewarding.
Practices often start in September for tournaments that occur from late October to midFebruary. Team members schedule individual
practices around their personal schedules, attend
occasional team practices, and then will travel
to competitions on Saturdays. While getting up
early on a cold, winter morning isn’t their favor-

Continued on Page 4
–What Can You Do?

The time for action is now. Please make an
effort to call both your local legislators and
express your displeasure with this travesty to
the children of Illinois. This crisis is beyond
embarrassment and is now at a crisis phase.
Thank you for reading this important message.
Rolf Sivertsen

Superintendent

Ingersoll Middle School

Project H.O.P.E. is a wonderful program at Ingersoll Middle School. This program was established by students who wanted
to make a positive impact in their school and
in their community through promoting acts of
kindness. To kick off the year, Club members
held a Week of Kindness. Teachers showed
videos of acts of kindness and then discussed
these acts in TAP class. Students were also
challenged to perform “50 Acts of Kindness.”
Project H.O.P.E. welcomes any student at IMS who
would like to join and be a part of making our school and
our community a better place.
IMS has continued Club Unify this year. Club
Unify was developed last year to increase unity between
ALL students at Ingersoll, both those with and without
disabilities. Meetings are held twice a month and members try to attend IMS school functions and participate in
fun activities together, all in an effort to unify IMS students. Members of Club Unify participated in the annual
Special Olympics Buddies Basketball Game in March
and played the IMS Special Olympics basketball team to
help prepare them for the state games.
Ingersoll hosted the District 66 Spelling Bee in
February. Twenty-four spellers from grades 5 through
8 participated. After eleven rounds of spelling, Eleanor
Fournier, an 8th grade student, was declared the District
#66 Spelling Bee Champion; First Runner-up was Lilly
Kinne, and Alternate was Ryan Blanco. Congratulations
to these great spellers! Eleanor Fournier also won the
Fulton/Schuyler Regional Bee and proceeded on to win
the Journal Star Grand Final Spelling Bee on March 17.
The sixth grade Mastermind and Olympian Teams
will be participating in a Manners Unit. As a culminating
activity all of the students, along with their teachers, will
enjoy a semi-formal lunch at Big Racks Steak House.
Students and teachers are encouraged to wear their
Sunday best with an emphasis on using their fine dining

Continued on Page 3

Eastview Elementary School

Our third and fourth grade students have begun taking the
PARCC state assessment, and our students and teachers are
doing a great job!
Eastview has had several activities over the past quarter.
Students have been able to participate in several Spirit Days,
Valentine’s Day parties, and Jump Rope for Heart.
Jump Rope for Heart was a success. The students collected
roughly $5000 for this worthy cause. The students who were
able to raise over $50 will also have the opportunity to throw pies
at their chosen teacher at our end of the month assembly. Thank
you to everyone who donated to this worthy cause.
On March 1 the fourth grade classes from Eastview traveled to CHS for a Read Across America celebration. Ms. Appel
and Mrs. Tarvin, along with their sophomore English classes,
planned two activities. Each fourth grader worked with a high
school student to complete both tasks. In the library, the teams
read Cat in the Hat and took a quiz on their computers. Then,
they were able to take pictures in front of a green screen. In
the cafeteria, a STEM activity offered the teams an interactive
experience with a crime scene. They had to analyze foot prints,
identify fingerprints, and work with chemical reactions. This is

Continued on Page 4

Fourth grade students and sophomore English students
read Dr. Seuss for Read Across America.

Lincoln Elementary School

On March 1, Lincoln staff held an incentive assembly. Students without any office referrals for the
month of February were eligible for their name to be drawn to participate in several fun games with staff
members. We played Hungry Hippo on scooters, threw cheese balls at teachers and two other silly games.
Check out the photographs on Facebook under Lincoln Elementary School.
Our students participate in the Mileage Club during recess and classroom PE. So far this year, our school has
logged 3,776 miles! Mr. VanHouten’s 4th graders are leading the pack with 525 miles. Mr. Scott and Mrs. Wages’
students are close behind. Our top athletes so far this year are: 1st Caleb Jochums – 49.25 miles; 2nd Piper Linton,
Dyllan Steele & Brooklyn Dennis - 31.25 miles; and 3rd Allison Wheeler & Lakon Otto – 30.25 miles
Thank you to all who donated for our annual Jump Rope for Heart event held February 9, which is sponsored by
the American Heart Association. Through Jump Rope For Heart, kids learn jump rope skills, how their heart works
and raise money to help kids with special hearts. Our school raised over $5,200 for this great cause!
On March 8, students were able to take the pledge to show respect to their peers by using nice words. Each year
our students participate in Spread the Word to End the Word Campaign. With our younger students, we stress the
Continued on Page 5
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Westview Elementary School

On January 25, students celebrated the 100th Day of School. Students participated in a variety of special activities in their classrooms. Kindergarten students counted to one hundred using items from home, such as pennies, buttons, macaroni, and other items. On February 23 Westview School hosted Family Reading Night. Families listened
to stories and sang songs while enjoying hot chocolate. Each month students who have shown exemplary behavior
are chosen to eat McDonald’s lunch with the principal. We have a special bulletin board decorated with pictures of
the students. We appreciate McDonald’s for giving us this special opportunity each month.
Students also participated in Jump Rope for Heart. They collected pledges totaling more than $6400 and spent a
half hour in the gym jumping rope. The proceeds will go to the American
Heart Association. Third and fourth grade students worked hard preparing
for the PARCC test that will take place from March 27- April 5. Thank
you for ensuring your child’s success by providing a sound routine, a good
night’s rest, and regular attendance.
The Spring Music Program presented by our
first and second grade students will be on May 1
this year in the auditorium at Canton High School,
1001 North Main Street. Please set aside that date
for an evening of memories and entertainment.
Also, watch for announcements on the Westview
Facebook page. There will be many activities as
we approach the last months of school including the
ice cream social, Air Wave Day, Westview Day, the
elementary track meet and awards day.
Students had fun during Westview’s
Jump Rope for Heart 2017.

Ingersoll continued from page 2___
skills learned in the Manners Unit.
IMS is in the 4th quarter of the new STEM class! This
has been an exciting transition for our students. STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) has introduced students to computer programming this year, with
students focusing on problem solving and logical thinking.
Moving forward, IMS will continue adding critical thinking
skills by utilizing Project Lead the Way (pltw.org) curriculum in August. Sixth through eighth graders will kick-off
our PLTW experience by studying 3D modeling and robotics. Fifth graders will be working with STEM Lego kits to
study energy. The STEM approach will also begin transitioning to core science classes next year as we pilot PLTW
science units in 7th and 8th grades, as we continue to prepare
our students to be critical thinkers and problem solvers in
the 21st Century.
Ingersoll students and staff have had the privilege of
using Chromebooks for the 1:1 program this year. With a
device for each student, teachers are able to incorporate new
skills into their curriculum. Fifth grade students have been
working with their devices with classroom sets as they learn
to not only navigate their middle school experience, but also
how to care for- and behave on-their devices. Sixth, seventh, and eighth graders have been fortunate enough to be
able to take home their device. All devices and charges will
be collected at the end of the year so they can be cleaned and
prepared for next year. 1:1 has been a very positive experience for our students and staff!

Outward Ingersoll
May 9, 10, & 11

Westview first graders made a tower with
100 cups for the 100th Day of School!

TEAMWORK!
OUTWARD INGERSOLL, a three-day out-of-building
environmental science program for all eighth graders,
will be held May 9,10, and 11. This will be the 21st
year for this event. Students received detailed information in March for themselves and their parents. We will
again be at Youth Acres near Canton Lake. Students
will use teamwork as they study aquatic life, knot
tying, outdoor first aid and orienteering along with
several other topics. Support from the community pays
for most of the approximately $6000 program, which
includes rental of the camp, craft materials, t-shirts,
professional leadership personnel, and supplies. The
school asks each student to contribute $7 towards cost
of the event. A variety of community experts and
volunteers is required for this unique outdoor program.
The eighth grade teachers are looking forward to this
year’s Outward Ingersoll Adventure!
Left: Congratulations to Eleanor Fournier
on her fifth
District 66
Spelling Bee
win and as
Champion of
the Regional
Spelling Bee,
and Champion
of the Journal
Star Grand
Final Spelling
Bee.

Above: Project HOPE
HP laptop computer winner was Ryleigh Moser.

Page 3

CHS continued from page 1

ite part, team members do enjoy getting to know students
from other schools at the meets. More importantly, the
“Speechies” also say that being on the team has helped
them build confidence, poise, and public speaking skills.
The students can compete as either individuals or duos in
a variety of speaking or interpretive events ranging from
humorous duet acting to extemporaneous speaking.
Bobell was the only student to advance to the state
tournament; however, a majority of the team did end
the season with personal best performances at either the
regional or sectional competitions. Competing for CHS
during the 2016-2017 season were: Jayden Ellis, Senior:
Prose Reading (Regional Finalist); Brian Duvendack:
Informative Speaking (Regional Finalist); Evie Taylor,
Junior: Prose Reading, Oratorical Declamation (Sectional
Qualifier), Radio Speaking, & Dramatic Interpretation
(Regional Finalist); Abigail Riley, Junior: Impromptu
Speaking; Nathan Bobell, Sophomore: Original Oratory
(State Qualifier), Impromptu Speaking (Regional Finalist); Brianna McCullum, Sophomore: Original Comedy,
Impromptu Speaking; Beth Adami, Freshman: Radio
Speaking (Regional Finalist); Emily Adkins, Freshman:
Extemporaneous Speaking, Poetry Reading; Valerie Hale,
Freshman: Poetry Reading. The team was coached by
Jasper Brown and Christy Semande.
CHS welcomed two student teachers from Bradley this
semester: Alex Coulter student teaching with Lynn Isbell
(Science) and Alysen Newton student teaching with Jessica Lighthall (English).
Keeley Vollmar’s Creative Writing classes have been
learning about the publication process. As a capstone project, students revised one of their poems and prepared it for
submission to one of several real-life publishers. At press
time, Jonathan Allard, Makaila Cooper, Tamaney Giddens,
Danielle Gilliam, Coeby Guthrie, Amanda Holmgren,
Lizzy Krock, Breanne Link, Lorelei Lohmiller, and Frank
Yerbic had already received word that their poems will be
published, and one student, Alex Walker, had been recognized by Teen Ink as an “Editor’s Choice” award-winning
poet.
Read Across America Day is a national event to celebrate reading and Dr. Seuss’ birthday. CHS teachers Miss
Appell and Mrs. Tarvin worked with Eastview teachers
Mrs. Atchley and Mr. Stevens to bring the Read Across
America Day to life at CHS. The top 80 students from the
sophomore class hosted the Eastview 4th grade students.
Students were paired with an elementary student to share
the love of reading; partner in a STEM crime scene investigation; and use their comprehension skills after reading
The Cat in the Hat to explore the world of science and
detective work to figure out who stole the fish’s fishbowl!
Don’t worry: they were successful and found the guilty
character! The fish is back in his bowl, and the students
loved seeing him swim as they departed!

The CHS Speech Team had a successful season.

Eastview continued from page 2

the second time this year some of these students have worked
together. Earlier in the year, Ms. Appel and Mrs. Atchley
planned an event where the sophomores traveled to Eastview.
The high school students shared books they had written and
then they partnered to work on a story cube.
Eastview students and their families had
the opportunity to participate in a family
STEM night on March 16 and attempt to
catch a Leprechaun,
The third and fourth grade music
program is on April 6 and the Eastview Icecream Social on April 20. We look forward
to seeing everyone at our upcoming events.
Eastview
students
investigated a
Dr. Seuss
crime in
the high
school
cafeteria.

Students had a
fun filled day
Jumping for
the American
Heart
Association..

Notice of Public Meeting

On Friday, May 26, 2017, at 10:00 am, a meeting, conducted by Canton Union School District
#66, will take place in the second floor conference room
at the District Administrative Office, 20 West Walnut
Street, Canton. The purpose of the meeting will be to
discuss the district’s plans for providing special education services to students with disabilities who attend
private schools and home schools within the district for
the 2017-2018 school year. If you are a parent of a
private school or home-schooled student who has been
or may be identified with a disability and you reside
within the boundaries of Canton Union School District
#66 you are urged to attend. If you have further questions pertaining to this meeting, please contact Cheley
Martin, Director of Student Services, at 309-647-1418.

The annual Mr. Little Giant competition, entitled this year
‘Giant. Mr. Little Giant’, took place on February 2. CHS Seniors participating were Mason Duquenne, Jace Chamberlin,
Drew Brodbeck, Griffin Bloyd, Spencer Theobald, Christian
Frew, Trenton Weaver, Preston Taylor, Chase Strantz, and
Jayden Ellis. As always an evening full of talent, laughs, and
entertainment.
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The Ingersoll (above) and Canton
High School (right) Club Unify
games were held on March 4.

Parent/Guardian Notification
Teen Dating Violence Prohibited
This is notification that the Canton School District
Board of Education has adopted and does maintain a
Teen Dating Violence Policy (#7:185). The Teen Dating Violence policy can be found on the Canton School
District website (www.cantonusd.org) under Board of
Education/Board Policies/Section 7-Students.
Questions concerning this policy should be directed
to the Canton School District Administration Office at
309-647-9411 or to your student’s school principal.

State Special Olympics Basketball games were held
at Horton Fieldhouse – ISU and the Shirk Center IWU
on March 17 – 19. Approximately 1,830 athletes from
across the state competed this year. Canton School District sent both of our Special Olympics teams this year.
These athletes have worked hard all season and brought
home a GOLD medal (high school) and a SILVER medal
(young team). The final games before the state competition, Canton’s Special Olympics athletes play their Club
Unify peers in a fun game.
Club Unify is part of Project
Unify, a Special Olympics
education and sports-based
program that promotes respect through sports. Project Unify strives to build
an inclusive environment
among youth, as well as empowering them to be leaders and agents for change.

SPRING BREAK
April 10 thru April 17.

END-OF-YEAR SCHEDULE

If no additional emergency days are used,
students in Canton Union School District #66 will
attend school through Friday, May 19.
*Thursday, May 18: Student Attendance Day
*Friday, May 19: Last Student Attendance Day
*Monday, May 22: No School, Staff Institute

Lincoln continued from page 2__

Shining Lincoln 4th graders get ready for PARCC testing.

importance of respect and pledge to stop name calling. Our older students pledge to never use the R-word
(retard(ed). We hope to create more accepting attitudes

and communities for all people. Language affects attitudes
and attitudes affect actions.
Lincoln School’s Spring Music Program is April 4 at
Canton High School. The students have been working diligently on their songs with Mrs. Butler. Mark your calendars
for this performance at 6:30 PM in the high school auditorium.
Kindergarten registration begins the week after spring
break. If you or anyone you know in the community has a
child who will enter kindergarten in the fall, please come by
the school during the week of April 18. By getting students
registered early, we hope to be able to plan early for fall
classes.

Two fourth grade students at Lincoln Elementary School take
the pledge to be respectful and support the elimination of the
derogatory use of the r-word from everyday speech.
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Upcoming

Events
MARCH

28 Reading Adventures at Oak		
lawn, 4:30-5:30 pm
31 Thespian Club Musical, 7:30 pm

APRIL
1
2
4

Thespian Club Musical, 7:30 pm
Thespian Club Musical, 2 pm
Lincoln Gr. 1 & 2 Music 		
Program, 6:30 pm
4 Friends of Westview, 3:15 pm
6 Eastview Gr. 3 & 4 Music 		
Program, 6:30 pm
8-14 CHS Band trip to Disney
10-17 Spring Break
NO SCHOOL
18 Eastview SOS, 6:30 pm
18 Lincoln School Supporters, 6:30
*Kindergarten Registration at
Elementary Schools:
*18: 5-7 pm
*19 : 12:30-3:30 pm
*20: 9:30-11:30 am
19 Little Giant Boosters, 7 pm
20 Eastview Ice Cream Social
5:30-7:00 pm
20 Westview Ice Cream Social
5:30-7:00 pm
22 Prom Grand March, 4 pm
Dinner/Dance, 6-10 pm
24 P&O Band Club, 7 pm
24 School Board Meeting, 7 pm
25 IMS Spring Band Concert, 7 pm
27 5th Grade Band Instruments
Display

27
27
28
28
30

CHS Spring Band Concert, 7:30 pm
Senior Art Show, 6-7:30 pm
Lincoln Day
5th Grade Band Instruments Display
FFA Banquet, 5 pm, Auditorium

MAY
1

Westview Gr. 1 & 2 Music Program,
6:30 pm
4 11:30 EARLY DISMISSAL
4 Lincoln Ice Cream Social & Silent
Auction, 5:30-7 pm
4 IMS Chorus Concert, 7 pm
5 IMS Spirit Day
5 Eastview Day & Westview Day
7 CHS National Honor Society Induction, 3 pm, CHS Aud/Cafeteria
7 CHS Honors Assembly, 4 pm
8 CHS Chorus Concert, 7:30 pm
9 5th Gr. Band Sign-up, 3:30-6:30 pm
9, 10, 11: OUTWARD INGERSOLL
12 Eastview Awards, 9 am
15 Lincoln Awards, 9 am
15 School Board Meeting, 7 pm
16 CHS Senior Celebration,Auditorium
16 DARE Graduation, 8:30 am
16 Gr. 5 & 6 Awards, 2 pm
16 IMS Awards Program, 7 pm
17 Gr. 7-8 Awards Assembly, 8:30 am
17 Little Learners Graduation, 6:30 pm
18 Westview Awards Assembly, 9 am
18 Little Learners Graduation, 6:30 pm
19 Students Last Day if no emergency
days are used
19 Westview Airwave Day
19 Parade of Graduates
21 CHS Commencement, 2 pm
22 Staff Institute, if no emergency days

Please consult the Activity Calendar for additional events.

CPR TRAINING VIDEO
Parents: Please take time to
view the IHSA CPR Training Video link on the Canton
School District website at:
www.cantonusd.org
Parents/Students
IHSA CPR Training Video

CUSD #66 IS IN NEED OF:
SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS
& SUBSTITUTE
PARAPROFESSIONALS.
If interested –
CONTACT THE CANTON
SCHOOL DISTRICT
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE
at 309-647-9411
for more information.
CUSD #66 is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

CUSD #66 CONTACT INFORMATION

Administration Office
Superintendent: Rolf Sivertsen
20 West Walnut Street, Canton, IL 61520
309-647-9411; Fax (309) 649-5036
rolf.sivertsen@cantonusd.org

Canton High School
Principal: Jennifer Watts
1001 North Main Street, Canton, IL 61520
(309 647-1820; Fax (309) 649-5039
jwatts@cantonusd.org

Eastview Elementary School
Principal: Bridgette Dennis
1490 East Myrtle Street, Canton, IL 61520
(309) 647-0136; Fax (309) 647-3430
bdennis@cantonusd.org

Finance Director: Robin Tonkin
(309) 647-9411; Fax (309) 649-5036
rtonkin@cantonusd.org

Assistant Principal: Tony McCoy
Tony.McCoy@cantonusd.org

Lincoln Elementary School
Principal: SueEllen Stephenson
20 Lincoln Road, Canton, IL 61520
(309) 649-7594; Fax (309) 647-2043
sstephenson@cantonusd.org

Curriculum Director: Jason Parsons
(309) 647-1600; Fax (309) 649-5002
jparsons@cantonusd.org
Student Services Director: Cheley Martin
(309) 647-1418; Fax (309) 649-5002
cmartin@cantonusd.org
Technology Director: Don Howell
(309) 649-3013; Fax (309) 649-5036
don.howell@cantonusd.org

Technology Dean: Anne Grzanich
agrzanich@cantonusd.org
Athletic Director: Jon Grzanich
(309) 647-0520
jon.grzanich@cantonusd.org
Ingersoll Middle School
Principal: Wayne Krus
1605 East Ash Street, Canton, IL 61520
(309) 647-6951; Fax (309) 647-6959
wayne.krus@cantonusd.org
Assistant Principal: Mark Ghidina
mghidina@cantonusd.org

Westview Elementary School
Principal: Tad DeRenzy
700 West Old Vine Street, Canton, IL 61520
(309) 647-2111; Fax (309) 647-2047
tderenzy@cantonusd.org

Visit the District #66
website for
news & information
www.cantonusd.org

