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Message from the Superintendent 
 

Dear Parent(s), Guardians(s), and 

Friends: 

As we approach the Christmas Holi-

day I would like to thank all our staff 

members for their dedication to our 

students and commitment to public 

education.   It is important to remem-

ber that Christmas is a time of giving 

and being thankful for what we have.  

Our school district is thankful for the 

excellent staff that we have.   

This time is truly an exciting time for 

Canton Schools as we transition to a 

21st Century district.  For example, 

staff members have recently visited 

other districts to learn more about the 

impending implementation of a dis-

trict-wide STEM curriculum.  The 

elementary teachers have selected   

Lego Education Eedo 2.0 as a STEM 

curriculum.  Similarly, the high school 

and middle  school have selected Pro-

ject Lead the Way for a STEM curric-

ulum.   Accordingly, by next year, 

Canton Schools will be embarking on 

a new path to enhance our current 

curriculum that will prove to be excit-

ing for our students and community.   

Sincerely, 

Rolf Sivertsen 

Superintendent 

Canton Union School District #66 

 

Board of Education 

Mr. Leonard Barnard—
President 

Mrs. Jane Lewis-Vice President 

Mr. Jake Snowman-Sec. 

Mr. Tom Snowman 

Mrs. Lori Coleman 

Mr. Matt Kees 

Mr. Justin Jochums 
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al-

so a teacher and a 

younger sister Michelle, 

who is a parapro at Lin-

coln elementary school. I 

graduated from Canton 

High School in 1991    

and earned my Bache-

lor's degree in Psycholo-

gy in 95 from Western 

Illinois University. I spent 

the next year subbing at area schools 

and 

decided that I wanted to teach. I earned 

my secondary teaching degree in 1997 

and was hired by Canton Union School 

District in 2000. I feel blessed to have 

taken the position of Mrs. Williams, 

who was my inspiration to pursue a 

degree in psychology and sociology. I 

married my husband Matt in May of 

2000 and we have been blessed with 

two sons, Sam born in 2001and Blake 

born in 2003. In my 17 years teaching at 

Canton, I have experience great joy and 

success. I'm not sure how it happened 

but somehow became the go to person 

for easy technology questions and sky-

ward questions. I love doing it and help-

ing other people. I became president of 

our local union in 2012 and have never 

looked back. It is struggle at times and 

sometimes I feel like it is time to hand 

the reigns over but the feeling I get 

when I know I have made a difference 

keeps me going. 

Spotlight  66 

1. What three traits define you?  

I would say that I'm a leader, empathetic, 

and thoughtful 

2. What is the greatest challenge you have 

had to overcome in your life thus far?  

I would say my greatest challenge would 

be overcoming my feelings of not being 

good enough. Growing up my life was 

challenging. My parents struggled and 

sometimes their problems and hardships 

became my sisters and my problems and 

hardships. I would say I throw myself into 

my work to prove to my family and myself 

that I can do whatever I set my mind too. I 

am determined to make sure my sons 

know they are smart and loved that they 

believe they do anything they set their 

mind to doing. 

3. Where is your favorite place to be?  

My favorite places to be are at home with 

my family, at my parent's home with my 

sisters, nieces, nephews, and my kids, and 

sitting in my driveway with my neighbors 

chatting and watching our kids play. 

4. Where is the best place you've traveled 

to and why?  

Any vacation I have taken with my sisters 

and their families have been amazing. I 

honestly can't pick just one place. I love 

seeing my sons spend time with family 

and learning the importance of keeping 

family traditions and creating new tradi-

tions. 

5. What does true leadership mean to 

you?  

A leader is someone who has earned 

respect and prestige; someone who 

doesn't have to demand that people lis-

ten to them, people just want to and do 

it.  A leader is someone who isn't afraid 

to admit they are wrong and figure out 

what went wrong. They get in the trench-

es when they need too and wouldn't 

question why they had too. 

6. What would you do (for a career) if 

you weren't doing this?  

I would have loved to have been a mar-

riage and family counselor. I actually 

started taking courses for it about 10 

years ago but life got in the way. 

7. How do you define success?  

Success is feeling accomplished. It 

doesn't mean that someone has money 

or power just that that person feels as 

though they have done something worth 

doing and that what they did was benefi-

cial. 

8. Tell us something that might surprise 

us about you?  

I am terrified of speaking in public, which 

I know sounds odd since I teach and I'm 

union president but I am honestly horri-

fied to do it. 

can you give us a bio as well? 

I was born and raised in Canton. I was 

blessed to have been raised by both of 

parents. The years were not always the 

best but my parents would say they have 

been given 43 wonderful years of mar-

riage. I have a twin sister Dawn, who is 

Every month we will spotlight our staff  and students.    

Shawn Cullen 

Canton  High School 

Social Studies Teacher 
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Spotlight  66 

Q: What year are you in school? 

A: Sophomore 

 

Q: What are your parents names? 

A: Ryan and Michelle Locke  

 

Q: Tell us about yourself? 

A: I am 15 years old, 5’9. I have been 

going to Evangelical Free Church 

since I was a baby. In my free time I 

enjoy going Hunting, Fishing, camp-

ing and Frog hunting with my dad, 

grandpa and cousins Luke and Will 

Randall. I am currently in Volleyball 

and deciding whether to do Softball 

or Track in the Spring. I am the type 

of girl that enjoys the outdoors, and 

is very outgoing. I have one sibling 

named: Shaylynn, and two dogs 

named Drake and Gunner.  

 

Q: What do you plan to do after you 

leave CHS? 

A: I plan on going straight to college 

to study nursing and play Volleyball. 

 

Q: What is the greatest challenge you 

have had to overcome? 

A: Pushing myself to be the best. You 

won’t become the best at anything 

you do unless you push yourself and 

work your hardest to be the best.  

 

Q: Where is the best place you have 

traveled and why? 

 

A: Dayton, Ohio. My church took 

some youth and went there for a mis-

sion trip. We got the opportunity to 

work with African Refugees. It felt 

like we went over seas but we really 

just rode in a vehicle for 6 hours. In 

Dayton we also got to do some service 

projects, us youth had to be the leaders 

so I got to learn some leadership skills.  

 

Q: Where do you see yourself five years 

from now? 

A: In college getting a degree in nursing. 

Then during the summer being a camp 

Counselor at Faith Bible Camp.  

 

Bio: 

Cassidy Locke, is a Sophomore. She will 

be graduating in 2019. Cassidy is an A 

and B student. She received the Steven 

R Nagel her 8th grade year. Cassidy was 

team Captain for the volleyball team her 

8th grade and Freshman year.  

Every month we will spotlight our staff  and students.   This is 

one of our exceptional Spotlights.  

Cassidy Locke 

Sophomore Student   

Canton High School 
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Male: Jace Chamberlin 

Yr. in school: Sr. 

Sport(s)   Football/Track 

GPA:  3.67 

Favorite Subject:  Biology  

Most Memorable moment in High School:  Beating Met-

amora in double overtime 

Plans after high school:  Study Pre-Med and play college 

football 

Parents:  Jason and Andra Chamberlin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Female:  Brooke Henry  

Yr. in School:  Jr. 

Sports:  Basketball/Track 

GPA:  3.6 

Favorite Subject:  Psychology 

Most Memorable moment in High School:  Starting my 

first varsity basketball game as a sophomore 

Plans after high school:  Go to college and study to be a 

social worker 

Parents:  Christine and Doug Henry 

 

By Jon Grzanich Athletic Director Canton USD 66 

Athlete spotlight: OCTOBER Athlete spotlight: OCTOBER Athlete spotlight: OCTOBER    

Little Giant Pride 



5 

    

All Area PJStar Football Team 

Big School Selections 

 

 

A big congratulations to Jace Chamberlin 

and Cameron Lucas for being selected 

for the Peoria Journal Star All Area Foot-

ball Team.  Also congratulations to Gage 

Miller, Nathan Miller, and Lucas Ketch-

um for honorable mention on the team. 
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MACOMB—WESTERN HOLIDAY TOURNAMENT 

The annual Macomb-Western Holiday Tournament is upon us! Games will be 

played December 28-30 at both Western Hall and Macomb High School. Last 

night the 16-team bracket was released. You can view that bracket below. Addi-

tional tournament information and past results can be found here.  

http://macombnewsnow.com/local-sports/283466
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Miss Appell’s Honors English II class 

took a trip to Mrs. Atchley’s 4th grade 

class to read their own renditions of 

Charles Dickens’, A Christmas Carol. 

Students were paired with Mrs. Atch-

ley’s students and helped them com-

plete a comprehension story cube to 

practice their literacy comprehension 

skills while also enjoying stories that 

Miss Appell’s class created. Afterwards, 

the high school students answered 

questions about what their educational 

experiences have been like during mid-

dle school and high school, encourag-

ing hard work and dedication to their 

studies. Upon leaving, many of the 

high school students gave their story-

books to the fourth grade students for 

them to keep and enjoy reading again 

in the future.  
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CHS Students Donate 1608 Origami 

Cranes to Cranes for Cancer 

CHS students are encouraged to partic-

ipate in a service  project each quar-

ter when they visit the school li-

brary.  The first quarter project was 

to fold origami cranes to donate to 

Cranes for Cancer. According to an 

old Japanese tradition a gift of 1,000 

origami paper cranes brings good 

luck and well wishes. Cranes for 

Cancer provides baskets or vases of 

cranes to cancer patients in order to 

raise spirits and bring hope to those 

struggling with the disease.  

With help from the Pirtle and Nagle 

families- especially Bob and Barb 

Pavely- who donated origami cranes 

recently used as wedding decorations, 

CHS students not only met but exceed-

ed their goal by donating more than 

1600 cranes between August and Octo-

ber.   
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2016-2017 CUSD 66 School Contacts 

Ingersoll Middle School 

1605 East Ash Street 

Canton, IL 61520 

(309)647-6951 

 

Principal Wayne Krus 

wayne.krus@cantonusd.org 

Asst Principal Mark Ghidina 

mghidina@cantonusd.org 

 

   

Eastview Elementary School 

1490 East Myrtle Street 

Canton, IL 61520 

(309) 647-0136 

 

Principal Bridgette Dennis 

bdennis@cantonusd.org 

 

    

Westview Elementary School 

700 West Old Vine Street 

Canton, IL 61520 

(309) 647-2111 

 

Principal Tad DeRenzy 

tderenzy@cantonusd.org 

 

    

Lincoln Elementary School 

20 Lincoln Road  

Canton, IL 61520 

(309) 649-7594 

 

Principal SueEllen Stephenson 

sstephenson@cantonusd.org 

 

    

Canton High School 

1001 North Main Street  

Canton, IL 61520 

(309)647-1820 

 

Principal Jennifer Watts 

jwatts@cantonusd.org 

Asst Principal Tony McCoy 

Tony.McCoy@cantonusd.org 

Tech Dean Anne Grzanich 

agrzanich@cantonusd.org 

AD Jon Grzanich 

Jon.grzanich@cantonusd.org 
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12/22-1/2  Christmas Break 

1/3  School Resumes    

1/7   Dave Bishop Commemorative Speech  

  Tournament CHS 

1/10  Lincoln School Supporters Meeting 6:30 

1/10  Friends of Westview Meeting 3:15 

1/11  Booster Club Meeting 7 p.m. CHS 

1/13  No School Staff Institute 

1/16  No School MLK Birthday 

1/20   Ingersoll Spirit Day 

1/23  Parent Night for Freshman 6:30 p.m. CHS 

Upcoming Important Dates 


