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Message from the Superintendent 
Dear Parent(s), Guardians(s), and 

Friends: 

As we continue our journey in our 

transition to a 21st Century district we 

have moved one step closer to another 

milestone.  Namely, Caterpillar Inc. 

informed the Canton School District 

that their company was willing to fund 

the creation of a First Lego league 

Team for Ingersoll Middle School.  If 

you are not sure what a First Lego 

League Team is I encourage you to 

visit http://www.firstlegoleague.org/.  

First Lego League is a world-wide ro-

botics competition  that emphasizes 

team work, communication skills, 

math, and science.  The program will 

commence next school year and the 

coach will be Ingersoll Middle School 

STEM Teacher Mr. Blanchard.  As 

FLL states on their website: 

“FIRST LEGO LEAGUE introduces a 

scientific and real-world challenge for 

teams to focus and research on.[3]The 

robotics part of the competition involves 

designing and programming LEGO 

Mindstorm robots to complete tasks. 

The students work out solutions to the 

various problems they are given and 

then meet for regional tournaments to 

share their knowledge, compare ideas, 

and display their robots. “ 

Sincerely, 

Rolf Sivertsen 

Superintendent 

Canton Union School District #66 

 

Board of Education 

Mr. Leonard Barnard—
President 

Mrs. Jane Lewis-Vice President 

Mr. Jake Snowman-Sec. 

Mr. Tom Snowman 

Mrs. Lori Coleman 

Mr. Matt Kees 

Mr. Ben Bishop 
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to 

chase my dream of playing bas-

ketball at Carl 

Sandburg 

College. Two 

of the best 

years on my 

life was play-

ing on a suc-

cessful basket-

ball team that 

competed in nationals, and gradu-

ating with an associates Canton, 

makes me realize the influencin Sci-

ence in 2009. Basketball being the 

main influence, I attended Monmouth 

college for one semester. Realizing it 

was time to focus on my life long goals 

and career, I transferred to Western 

Illinois University. I graduated from 

WIU in 2012, and fortunately landed a 

job here with Canton Union School 

District. Moving to the big city of e my 

childhood has had on my life. I love to 

coach and I have the opportunity to 

teach my favorite subject Science. In 

my free time, I love watching and 

cheering for the St. Louis Cardinals, 

traveling, and going to concerts.  

 

Spotlight  66 

What three traits define you?   

Compassionate 

Driven 

Loyal 

What is the greatest challenge you 

have had to overcome in your life 

thus far?  

I was the first in my family to attend 

college and finish with a bachelor 

degree. Breaking the cycle was one of 

the biggest challenges financially and 

mentally. To this day it has been one 

of the most rewarding decisions.  

Where is your favorite place to be? 

Spending time with friends and fami-

ly on the Illinois River.  

Where is the best place you’ve trav-

eled to and why? 

Anna Maria Island. Anna Maria is 

like a laid-back paradise with seven 

miles of beautiful white sand. I enjoy 

eating at Rod & Reel because they 

have most amazing melt in your 

mouth garlic grouper.  

What does true leadership mean to 

you?  

A respected person who is influential, 

hard-working, and effective at any 

given task. 

What would you do (for a career) if 

you weren’t doing this? 

I have a love for the woods and being 

outside. I would be a conservation 

officer, if I was not teaching.  

 

How do you define success? 

Success, for me, is putting in the ef-

fort to achieve life long or short 

term goals that leads to a better, 

happier, and healthier life.  

Tell us something that might sur-

prise us about you.   

I was a cheerleader when I was a 

freshman, and I participate in the 

Redneck Fishing tournament every 

summer in Bath, IL.  

Can you give me a bio as well? 

I am a small town river girl who 

grew up on Mt. Pisgah, which was 

the primary influence on how my 

life has played out. If I wasn’t run-

ning down the road to catch an au-

tograph from the famous Jim 

Thome, you could have found me in 

the woods, down by the creek, hunt-

ing arrow heads, or playing basket-

ball in my gravel driveway with my 

siblings. Coming from a sport driv-

en family, it was very competitive 

growing up with 2 older sisters, Jes-

sica Emory and Samantha McKown, 

and 2 younger siblings, Courtney 

Banning, and Hunter McKown. I 

had a love for basketball at a young 

age watching my father, Fred 

McKown, play in old man’s league. 

My mom, Kathleen Beekman, ful-

filled my dreams by taking me to 

many basketball camps and getting 

me involved in AAU.  Basketball 

was my life through all my years at 

Spoon River Valley. I graduated 

high school in 2006, and continued 

Every month we will spotlight our staff  and students.    

Ashley McKown 

Ingersoll Middle School 

6th Grade Teacher 
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Spotlight  66 

 

What year are you in school? 

I am in 8th grade. 

 

Who are your parents? 

My mom is Christine Fournier 

and my dad is Vincent Fournier. 

 

Tell us about yourself. 

I enjoy competing in cross coun-

try in the fall and track and field 

in the spring. I am also a member 

of the Ingersoll Middle School stu-

dent council and I appreciate be-

ing able to help make decisions 

that involve our school's activities. 

I was on the IMS cheer squad this 

year and I am grateful to be a 

part of Ingersoll Middle School. 

 

What are you looking forward to 

most at CHS?  

I am looking forward to learning 

another language so that if I be-

come a pediatrician, I will be able 

to communicate with foreign pa-

tients. 

 

What is the greatest challenge you 

have had to overcome in your life 

thus far? 

The greatest challenge I have had 

to overcome in my life is keeping 

calm during spelling bees because 

multiple times during the regional 

and Peoria bee, I have misspelled 

a word because of nerves. 

 

Where is the best place you’ve 

traveled to and why? 

The best place I have traveled 

to is a few summers ago when 

my family and I went to Mary-

land for a vacation. We went to 

Aceteague island and had the 

opportunity to observe a varie-

ty of sea creatures and wildlife. 

 

Where do you see yourself five 

years from now? 

Five years from now, I see my-

self as an undergraduate at the 

University of Illinois, taking 

classes that will help me be suc-

cessful as a pediatrician, such 

as biology and physics. 

 

Tell us something that might 

surprise us about you.    

I have four siblings: one sister 

and three brothers. 

 

Can you give me a bio as well? 

I was born on June 2, 2003, in 

Wauconia, Minnesota. I lived 

in Minnesota until January 

2010, and then I moved to Can-

ton, where I attended Lincoln 

Elementary School. In fourth 

grade, I participated in my 

first spelling bee, and I kept 

participating and improving 

Every month we will spotlight our staff  and students.   This is 

one of our exceptional Spotlights.  

Eleanor Fournier  

8th Grade Student   

Ingersoll Middle School 

 

my spelling each year. 

Throughout my years at 

IMS, I have also participated 

in cross country, cheer, track, 

and student council. 

ng, Fishing, camping and 

Frog hunting with my dad, 

grandpa and cousins Luke 

Bible Camp.  
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Male: Cooper Smith 

Yr. in school:   Junior 

Sport(s): Basketball 

GPA: 3.8  

Favorite Subject:  Physics  

Most Memorable moment in High School:   Being name 

Most Valuable Player at 2016 Macomb Holiday Tourna-

ment 

Plans after high school:  Attend College and play basket-

ball 

Parents:  Jodi Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Female:  Nico Grisalono 

Yr. in School:  Sophomore 

Sports: Basketball, Softball 

GPA:  3.8 

Favorite Subject:  Accounting 

Most Memorable moment in High School:  Hitting 

a homerun in the regional championship game 

Plans after high school:  Attend college and play 

softball 

Parents:  Jen Mahr Grisolano and Ernie Grisolano 

By Jon Grzanich Athletic Director Canton USD 66 

Athlete spotlight: OCTOBER Athlete spotlight: OCTOBER Athlete spotlight: OCTOBER    

Little Giant Pride 
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Little Learners 

Family Movie 

Little Learner families got to enjoy Frosty 

the Snowman on January 19th. The chil-

dren got to wear their pajamas and enjoy 

popcorn with their families while watch-

ing a movie on the big screen at 

Westview. Little Learners does a family 

night once a month to get families in-

volved.  

 

Canton Little Giants High School Special Olympics 

basketball team competed in the district playoffs 

January 22nd at the Shirk Center at IWU.  In the first 

game, the Little Giants beat Bradley-Bourbonnais 

Community High School 47 to 26.  The final game 

against the Morton Redwings was very 

close.  Canton won 33 to 29.   Both Canton teams will 

play at the State Basketball games in March held at 

Illinois State University.   

 

Little Giants Special 

Olympics 
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Will a $15 Minimum  Wage Really Create a Living Wage?   

How Does it Affect Canton Schools? 
Recently the media has been saturating the sound 

waves with demands for a “living wage” for workers 

making at or less than the minimum wage.  For exam-

ple, in response to demands, New York State recently 

mandated a $15 minimum wage for fast-food workers 

in New York City by 2018 and for the entire state by 

2021. Many states are considering similar legisla-

tion. However, how will business adjust to the new $15 

an hour minimum wage increase to maintain current 

profit margins?  The following is an example of how 

many businesses are planning to adapt to a minimum 

wage increase and what the effect will be on public 

schools.  

The largest employer of minimum wage employees is 

the service industry.  In fact, the fast food industry is 

the largest employer of minimum wage workers and 

one of the least profitable in the service industry.  For 

example, many McDonald’s restaurants only operate 

on a 2% profit margin.  As a result, fast food business-

es are constantly seeking ways to cut costs and boost 

revenue.  One way the fast food industry is working 

towards boosting revenue is through automation. For 

example, Forbes magazine recently reported that in 

November2016  the McDonalds Corporation an-

nounced a nation-wide rollout of self-service kiosks to 

fully automate their point of sales systems (POS) – thus 

allowing fast food restaurants to reduce labor over-

head.  Similarly Panera Bread is also jumping on the 

Kiosk bandwagon.  Specifically, in May of 2016 Busi-

ness Insider reported that, “the company's "Panera 

2.0" initiative is in full swing. About 50% of company-

owned stores already have the kiosk technology in-

stalled, and the remaining locations expect to have ki-

osks in place by the end of the year.  Combining the 

kiosks with Panera's "My Panera" rewards member-

ship is an added bonus.” "Beyond shorter lines and 

improved accuracy, customers love the fact that they 

can save those modifications as favorites or order from 

their history," says Blaine Hurst, Panera Chief Trans-

formation & Growth Officer. Similarly, Wendy’s is 

also deploying automated POS Kiosk systems to cut 

overhead and boost revenue.  As reported in Business 

Insider, Wendy’s President and CFO, Todd Penegor, 

"We've been able to create some efficiency on labor 

across the restaurant ... like customer self-order kiosks, 

mobile order, and mobile pay."  Furthermore, other 

industry rivals are automating to remain competitive.  

As stated by Andy Puzder, the CEO of Carl's Jr. and 

Hardee's, "If you're making labor more expensive, and 

automation less expensive — this is not rocket science," 

In the end, how does the $15 minimum wage and the 

loss of minimum wage jobs affect young people?  

Surprisingly, the average age of a fast food employee is 

29 years old. Furthermore, as recently reported by the 

Washington Post, “Researchers at the University of 

California at Berkeley indicated about half of the fami-

lies of front-line fast-food workers depend on public 

programs, compared with 25 percent of the American 

workforce. About 87 percent of fast-food workers lack 

employer health benefits, compared with 40 percent of 

the general workforce. And roughly one-fifth of work-

ers’ families are below the poverty line. That adds up 

to some $7 billion welfare payouts each year — essen-

tially enabling fast-food mega-chains to subsidize ultra-

low wages with public benefits.”  In essence, this new 

phenomena means that education and post-secondary 

training is more important than ever for students to 

gain skills that will lead to meaningful and competitive 

employment - a high school diploma is no longer good 

enough.  To highlight, in 2015 the Georgetown Univer-

sity Center on Education and the Workforce re-

ported that, “by 2020, 65 percent of job openings 

will require at least some postsecondary educa-

tion and training (Carnevale and Smith 2013).” 

“This earnings gap appears to be widening: the 

wage premium workers receive from a college ed-

ucation—the difference in earnings between high 

school and college graduates—increased from 40 per-

cent in 1970 to 84 percent in 2010.” “Under current 

projections, the United States will need 11 million more 

workers with postsecondary credentials between 2014 

and 2020 to satisfy the labor market’s demand for col-

lege-educated workers.”  With the job market getting 

more competitive it is clear that some type of post-

secondary training is imperative for students.  In addi-

tion, the job market is not only getting more competi-

tive, but more competitive Globally.  New industries 

are making it easier for employers to off shore produc-

tion or services. As a result, schools need to respond to 

industry change and provide a 21st Century Educa-

tional System that provides skills to make students 

competitive in a 21st Century work environment.   

 



7 

 

Wrestlers Place at Mid Illini 

Wrestling Meet 

The following students 

placed at the Mid Illini 

Meet: 

The First Number Indicates The Weight Class 

they Placed in: 

113- Jackson Swank 1st 

120- Culton Ruey 3rd 

132- Curtis Norton 1st 

138- Tristin Rilea 2nd 

145- Kyle Johnson 3rd 

160- Tristan Hammond 4th 

170- Jace Anderson 4th 

182- Kam Oatman 3rd 

Athletes are Pictured with their coach Zach Craw-

ford. 

 

 

Wrestlers Have Another      

Successful Year!  

The varsity had a 14-and-seven dual meet record.  

They finished second at the Illini Bluffs Tournament, 

third at the Metamora Tournament, and sixth out of 23 

schools at the Lincoln Tournament.  At the Mid-Illini 

Conference Tournament, they took third place.  And at 

the regional tournament, they finished fifth. 

Let’s meet the coaches and team members… 

-Assistant Coach Andy Mulholland 

-Assistant Coach Mike Hammond 

-Assistant Coach Mike Fraser  

-and Head Coach Zach Crawford 

 

Team members… 

-Anthony Becker 

-Cayden Davis 

-Dylan Grigsby 

-Jace Kelly 

-Adrian Penning 

-Matthew Rodriguez 

-Cameran Romine 

-Jacob Servis  

-Jesse  Shue  

-Jacob Waskow  

-Chase Wenger  

-Elian  Barnett  

-Ethan Jordan 

-Kameron Oatman 

-Jace Anderson 

-Tristan Hammond 

-Corbin Schurtz 

-Kyle Johnson…who finished with a 29-and-twelve rec-

ord, placed third at conference, second at regionals, 

and was a sectional qualifier 

-Jackson Swank…wound-up 30-and-seven, was a con-

ference champion, placed second at regionals, and fin-

ished in the top six at sectionals. 

 

 

 

 

 

Culton Ruey competing at State Wrestling tournament 
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-Curtis Norton…had a 32-and-eight record, was a 

conference champion, placed third at regionals, 

and was a sectional qualifier 

-Tristan Rilea…finished at 30-and-nine, was sec-

ond at the conference meet, was a regional cham-

pion, and a sectional qualifier 

-and Colton Ruey…completed a 33-and-ten sea-

son, was a regional champion, placed fourth at 

sectionals, and was a top-eight finisher at the 

state tournament last weekend. 

Cameron Lucas Signs with 

Upper Iowa 

This has been 

a big week for 

CHS as anoth-

er athlete 

signed for a 

college schol-

arship. Cam-

eron Lucas, 

the 6’4” Mid 

Illini Gridiron star, signed with Upper Iowa 

on a scholarship. Cameron has been recruit-

ed by  Illinois State, Western Illinois, North-

west Missouri and Dordt College.  His Coach 

Ryan Pearson stated, "I think most colleges 

initially looked at Cameron as an outside 

linebacker or strong safety, but some have 

changed their tune and see him as a potential 

tight end," Pearson said. "He's got the size 

and frame (6-4, 215), he's got the speed (4.8 

seconds 40-yard dash) and his hands are im-

peccable." Cameron is mostly an A-B student 

and scored a 23 on his ACT exam. His interest 

and enjoyment working on cars is something 

he likely picked up from his father, Shawn, a 

former mechanic.  Cameron is another fine 

example of the quality of students that Can-

ton High School has produced. We are proud 

of you Cameron! 

 

Cindy Hinchee Recently 

Named Canton Chamber of 

Commerce 2017 Educator of 

the Year. 

On February 9th  the annual 

Chamber of Commerce Din-

ner was conducted at Big 

Racks Steakhouse.  The din-

ner was very pleasant with 

awards given for many cate-

gories.  This year is the first 

year I attended the event.  

When I arrived at Big Rack’s, and viewed the 

parking lot, I knew it was going to be some-

thing great –the parking lot was completely 

full! I wasn’t disappointed.  During the din-

ner portion I was fortunate enough to sit with 

Rep. Mike Unes and he made many positive 

comments about the event.  However, the 

most magical segment of the event was when 

the Chamber of Commerce presented the Ed-

ucator of the Year Award to 4th grade 

Eastview teacher Cindy Hinchee.    Prior to 

the award presentation the Chamber dis-

played a short video detailing Cindy’s profes-

sional career.  To say the least, there wasn’t a 

dry eye in the room as the video played.  Most 

importantly, the event was attended by many  

Eastview colleagues of Cindy’s.  Sadly, Cindy 

will be retiring upon conclusion of the 16-17 

school year after 22 years of service with the 

Canton School District.  Congratulations Cin-

dy! Last night was a true testament to her ca-

reer and devotion to the children of the Can-

ton School District 
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 Bistro 101 Art Event a Great 

Success 

Canton High School  English Teachers Felicia 

Appell and Julie Tarvin recently hosted an art 

event Titled “This is America, This is Me…..” at 

Bistro 101.  The event showcased interactive 

artwork by their students using both a visual 

and audio presence.  In addition, the work  of 

Avery Pelekoudas was also displayed.   the 

work of their students and Avery was very 

popular and the event was well attended.  

Great job to Mrs Tarvin & Ms. Appell and their 

students!! 
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2016-2017 CUSD 66 School Contacts 

Ingersoll Middle School 

1605 East Ash Street 

Canton, IL 61520 

(309)647-6951 

 

Principal Wayne Krus 

wayne.krus@cantonusd.org 

Asst Principal Mark Ghidina 

mghidina@cantonusd.org 

 

   

Eastview Elementary School 

1490 East Myrtle Street 

Canton, IL 61520 

(309) 647-0136 

 

Principal Bridgette Dennis 

bdennis@cantonusd.org 

 

    

Westview Elementary School 

700 West Old Vine Street 

Canton, IL 61520 

(309) 647-2111 

 

Principal Tad DeRenzy 

tderenzy@cantonusd.org 

 

    

Lincoln Elementary School 

20 Lincoln Road  

Canton, IL 61520 

(309) 649-7594 

 

Principal SueEllen Stephenson 

sstephenson@cantonusd.org 

 

    

Canton High School 

1001 North Main Street  

Canton, IL 61520 

(309)647-1820 

 

Principal Jennifer Watts 

jwatts@cantonusd.org 

Asst Principal Tony McCoy 

Tony.McCoy@cantonusd.org 

Tech Dean Anne Grzanich 

agrzanich@cantonusd.org 

AD Jon Grzanich 

Jon.grzanich@cantonusd.org 
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3/6   Scholastic Bowl Regionals 

3/7  CHS Blood Drive    

3/8  Booster Club Meeting @ HS Cafeteria 7 p.m. 

3/9 & 3/10 Grand March/Prom Sign Up 3:15—3:45 CHS 

3/11  CHS Jazz Concert—American Grill 7 p.m. 

3/12  Daylight Savings 

3/13  Book Fair IMS 

3/17  St. Patricks Day 

3/18  Cheer Tryouts CHS 

3/20  Eastview Pictures 

3/23  Lincoln Pictures 

 

Upcoming Important Dates 


