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Dear Parent(s), Guardians(s), and Friends:

have been working hard to prepare the equip-

A. Michelle O’Brien Speaks

ment and ensure that the proper infrastructure

B. Chloe Howell

I hope your summer has been productive and is in place within each building. Furthermore,
restful. I am excited to begin the 17-18 school the district has employed long time teacher Julie
year as it promises to be another year of suc- Tarvin as a digital-age coach to provide instruccess! The theme of this school year is “A Rising tional support to all staff as we continue our
Tide Lifts all Ships.” This aphorism is attributed transition to a digital district.
Completo John F. Kennedy and is based on the premise menting our digital conversion will be our STEM
that improvement and rigor will benefit all initiative. Many teachers have spent the summembers of our learning community – especial- mer preparing for their new STEM assignments
ly students. Our hope is to continue to improve by completing summer training through our
our learning community and make it AWESOME! STEM partner Project Lead the Way. STEM curWe want to give our staff the latitude to inno- riculum will now be in place in all district buildvate for change and encourage them to take ings.
risks. Without change there is no learning.
Equally important, our custodial & maintenance
This summer has been challenging for staff dur- staff worked very hard this summer to prepare
ing our preparation for the impending school our facilities for student and teacher occupancy.
year. For example, this year the Canton 1:1 This year our staff removed over 11,000 sq. ft. of
initiative is expanding to our elementary build- Asbestos tile. We are also replacing the Ingerings. The 1:1 program promises to create an soll Middle School Gym floor due to a roof leak.
exciting time as our elementary buildings transition to digital communities. Our Information
Technology Director, Don Howell, and his team,
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New Scoreboard a Big Hit!
As most of you are probably aware the Canton
School District purchased a new football scoreboard. The scoreboard project has been a joint
effort between the district, community, and
boosters. Half the board was funded through
donations and the half was through sales tax
resources. The board is the only one of its
kind in any high school football facility in Illinois. The equipment is capable of displaying
full motion live video on the board during game
time. We are excited about it and so is the
community.

This year also will be a year of
planning, improvement, and support. For example, the district will
create a district-wide improvement team.

The team will be

comprised of teachers, parents,
administrators, and school board
members. The team will meet at
least quarterly and review data to
prioritize

district

improvement

needs.

IMS Gym Renovation
In closing, parents play important
and integral roles in the education
of our students. There is no more
important job than parenting children.

Please rest assured your

dedication and hard work in our
learning family is greatly appreciated. Equally important, I would
also encourage you to partner
with our learning community to
assist us in the education of your
student.

Please get involved!!

Thank You for reading this important correspondence.
Sincerely,
Rolf Sivertsen
Superintendent
Canton Union School District #66

On August 10, 2017 Canton experienced a fairly heavy rain storm. Prior to the storm Ingersoll Middle School had been replacing a roof over the gymnasium. Unfortunately, the roof
covering wasn’t secured by the contractor and the roof leaked. As a result, a large amount
of water leaked onto the Ingersoll Gym floor which resulted in extensive damage. Accordingly, an insurance claim was filed and the floor is being replaced. At the same time the
board of education felt the gym should also be painted. During the process of replacing the
floor Asbestos material was discovered under the floor. As a result, the Asbestos material
is being removed prior to the floor being replaced. The removal will be done at night when
no children are present and be fully contained. The removal process is also being monitored by the Illinios Department of Public Health. When completed the gym will look like
new and be a facility that the entire community can be proud of.
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SB 1947

The most controversial component of SB 1947 is the
Tax Credit Scholarship Program. The program has
generated so much controversy because teacher unions are viewing it as a voucher program. In reality,
the program provides tax credits to individuals and
corporations that donate scholarship funding to private schools. The program is constructed to benefit
students in the low to middle income ranges who
wish to receive a private education. The program is a
pilot program that will sunset in 2022 and is expected to award scholarships to 20,000 students over
the life of the program. There are 2,000,000 public
school children in Illinois. In the end, the program
impacts relatively few students in Illinois.

Is It the Right Path to
Fixing School Funding in Illinois?
By
Rolf Sivertsen
Superintendent
Canton Schools
On August 30, 2017 Governor Bruce Rauner signed a
historic bill into law that provides sweeping changes
for education funding in Illinois. SB 1947 was the
culmination of a long dialogue between the governor
and legislative leaders. At times contentious, all parties eventually compromised to codify a bill that provided fair and equitable funding for schools and created a voucher program for students in Illinois.
What are the specifics of SB 1947 and is it truly a path
to fix school funding in Illinois?

In closing, SB 1947 is far from a perfect bill. However, what is most important is that SB 1947 was
reached with bipartisan support and compromise.
Compromise is something that hasn’t happened for
over three years in the Illinois Legislature. Maybe
the most important component of SB 1947 is the
For years school funding has been inequitable and
compromise factor.
incommensurable in Illinois. For example, in Dupage County many districts are property wealthy and
thus have a wider tax base. On the other hand, in
the far southern Illinois many districts are rural and
have a very limited tax base. As a result, per pupil
spending in poorer districts has been significantly
lower. For example, in the Dupage County, Hinsdale
Township High School District Per Pupil Spending is
$12,529. In contrast, in the Southern Illinois, Merdian School District Per Pupil Spending is $6878 per
year. This is a very large disparity between two
school districts in different parts of the state. Undoubtedly, this disparity creates a two class educational system. SB 1947 will equalize both districts to
provide parity between the two districts.

“what is most important is that SB 1947
was reached with bipartisan support and
compromise. Compromise is something
that hasn’t happened
for over three years in
the Illinois Legislature.”

Under SB 1947 funding is distributed to local districts
based on need. For example, the bill measures 27
different metrics to determine the financial need of
any given district in Illinois. Metrics include special
education population, class sizes, and the ability to
raise local revenue - among others. In the end, state
revenue is diverted to district that are in most need.
Another key provision of SB 1947 is a voucher program.
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Spotlight 66
Every month we will spotlight our staff and students. This is
the first in a series of Spotlights.
Michelle O’Brien
Michelle O’Brien Bio

1. What three traits define you?
Three traits I would use to describe myself would be determined, caring and
honest.
2. What is the greatest challenge you
have had to overcome in your life thus
far?
The greatest challenge I have had to
overcome in my life thus far would be
dealing with my grief from the loss of
our three month old daughter, Molly. Molly was born with a very rare, untreatable brain tumor. Grief is a difficult thing to overcome, but my husband
and I have made it our mission to rise
above and carry on Molly’s memory in a
positive way. Through the help of Spoon
River College Foundation and gifts from
family and friends, we were able to set
up a memorial scholarship. SRC Foundation currently gives out 4-$1000 scholarships every year in memory of Molly to
students attending Spoon River College. Education is important to our family, and we are blessed to help others in
our daughter’s name in hopes that she
will never be forgotten.

Teacher
Westview Elementary School
4th Grade
much shopping!!! I will consider spending
winters there when I retire.
5. What does true leadership mean to you?
True leadership means someone who has
your back and will guide you through all the
good and bad times ahead. A leader is
someone you can trust, someone you respect
and someone you wish to be more like.
14. What would you do (for a career) if you
weren’t doing this?
If I were not teaching, I would be doing
something in the medical field allowing me
to still interact with children. When I first
started college, I wanted to be a physical
therapist and work with children. I decided
the hospital atmosphere was too depressing,
so even though I would never make as much
money, I decided to become a teacher. I still
love the sciences and would consider a career in medicine to work at a Children’s
Hospital.
18. How do you define success?

My favorite place to be is anywhere with
my family, but if I could be on a beach or
in a pool in a warm climate with my family, that would be perfect.

Success is defined by the feeling in your
heart at the end of the day and is different
for each person. To me, success is providing
for my family, knowing I am living my life
as God would want, and being able to give
back to my community.

4. Where is the best place you’ve traveled to and why?

20. Tell us something that might surprise us
about you.

The best place I have traveled to thus far
is Destin, Florida. My family went on
vacation to Destin a few years
ago. Destin has everything: beach,
warm weather, pools, restaurants and so

I was the Peoria County Pork Queen back in
the 80’s. My grandparents were very active
in Pork Producers, so I decided to run for
queen. It was a great honor and made my
grandfather so proud. I spent the summer

3. Where is your favorite place to be?

4

riding in parades in Central IL
and attending livestock shows at
local fairs to pass out ribbons.

Spotlight 66
Every month we will spotlight our staff and students. This is
the first in a series of Spotlights.
Chloe Howell
Senior
Canton High School

What year are you in school?
Senior
Who are your parents?
Don and Candida Howell
Tell us about yourself
I'm 17 years old. I have lived in Canton
all of my life, and I currently go to Canton High School. At the moment I participate in many activities: Art club, Spanish Club, Soccer, Dance, and Band in
general. My hobbies consist of drawing,
painting, crafting, and music. I'm a very
friendly and supporting person, and I'm
always willing to make new friends!
What do you plan to do when you leave
CHS?
I plan to attend the Art Institute of Chicago, to pursue a major in Fine Arts and
Illustration. Further along after college, I
would like to work as a freelance illustrator, and to embrace the most wicked
twists in fate that life can give me.
What is the greatest challenge you have
had to overcome in your life thus far?
If I had to choose, it would be the realization that my future won't be as sweet
and smooth-going as I had thought when
I was just a child.
Where is the best place you’ve traveled
to and why?

To New Orleans. Why? I suppose it's because of the brand new environment I was
brought into; finally seeing so many mixtures of ethnicities and cultures all poured
together into a beautiful city. It was very
fascinating experiencing all of the new
things that New Orleans had to offer. The
air was different, and I adored it.
Where do you see yourself five years from
now?
I couldn't say exactly where I see myself five
years from now, but my dream would be to
live with a family of my own with a job that
I love, while of course staying financially
stable. I am willing to work my very hardest
for the next four years and 364 days to
reach that dream. On another hand, a pleasure would be to work as a freelance illustrator, as I had said above.
Tell us something that might surprise us
about you.
I love animals, whether they are mammals,
reptiles, amphibians or insects.
Can you give me a bio as well?
My name is Chloe Howell, I was born on
August 23rd, in the year 2000. I have one
brother, Logan, and my parents, Candida
and Don Howell. In my earlier days, I was a
very accident prone child. It seemed like left
and right I was always being injured, but it
was mostly because of myself. I distinctly
remember always having a hate-oriented
relationship with cement. Aside from the
negativity, I was, and still am a very nature
loving person. I had quite the love for anything outdoors.
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Chloe Howell

Acceleration?
Is It Beneficial for Students?
The Ins and Outs of Skipping a Grade
By
“‘GreenSarah Rivera
Grade skipping, also
known as “green-shirting,”
used to be standard practice before other enriched
academic options, such as
gifted programs, became
commonplace.
Skipping a grade and starting school early are both
forms of grade acceleration, where high-achieving
students advance a grade
ahead of their peers in order to be challenged academically.
“There were no gifted programs, and kids were just
grade skipped. It wasn’t
done very carefully or conscientiously,” says Sylvia
Rimm, a gifted education
specialist at Menlo Park
Academy in Cleveland and
Director of the Family
Achievement Clinic in
Ohio.
Gifted and accelerated programs became popular in
the post-Sputnik era, when
the Russian space program
seemed to be more advanced than our own. The
early emphasis in gifted
academics was
on math and science and
then swung over to creativity and critical thinking.

Still, even with enrichment Green-Shirting
programs, some kids are
Green-shirting is the oppobetter served by going up a
site of red-shirting, where
grade.
parents hold a child back,
The Qualifications
typically a boy, so that he
has more advantages
Many states and school
(particularly in athletics) as
districts have very specific
one of the older peers in
policies on acceleration.
his grade.
Green-shirting candidates
are often given IQ tests.
“‘Green-shirting,’ that is,
Their achievement scores
allowing kids to accelerate,
are evaluated to see if they is also happening, probaare still well above average bly more than it used to,”
compared to students in
wrote Laurie Croft in an
the next grade.
email, noting how this educational option is coming
Maturity and an ability to fit
into vogue again. Croft is
in with older peers are imthe Associate Director at
portant as well. Typically,
the Connie Belin &
an independent educationJacqueline N. Blank Interal program (IEP) will be put
national Center for Gifted
in place for the student in
Education and Talent Dequestion. Grade skipping
velopment at the University
needs parent, teacher, and
of Iowa. In 2007, the Center
student support. It is often
published a two-volume
done on a trial basis, and
report called “A Nation Deall involved monitor the
ceived: How Schools Hold
situation more closely than
Back America's Brightest
in years past. “We do a lot
Students,” that was critical
of checking in,” said one
of the lack of accelerated
father of an accelerated
opportunities for U.S. stustudent.
dents. In April, it will pub“They adjust. It takes a lit- lish an updated version, “A
tle time,” says Rimm. “We Nation Empowered: Evitry to arrange for a child to dence Trumps Excuses
be a buddy in the new
Holding Back America’s
class.”
Brightest Students.”
6

shirting,’ that
is, allowing
kids to accelerate, is also
happening,
probably more
than it used
to,”

Other Considerations

mess that up,” said David, the father.
“Most kids aren’t as happy in school.
Sports and gym are concerns for famHe is really happy.” He credited the
ilies, as well. Rimm says it is one of
school with helping coordinate teachthe questions she asks of families
ing schedules so that his son could
considering grade skipping. “There
cut out to third grade for accelerated
are going to be some tradeoffs … If
learning but still be a part of his class.
you are hoping that your son is going
to be a professional baseball player,
“Kids like him becomes discipline
grade skipping might not be the best problems when they are bored. It endchoice.”
ed up being in everyone’s interest to
give him something to do,” said DaThere will be challenges socially.
vid. After testing and evaluations,
Younger than their peers, greentheir son was given an independent
shirted students may not run with the
education plan that served his unique
popular set of kids, whom Rimm sugacademic requirements.
gested are typically the most mature
students in a class.
“We had worried it out, whether he
would be picked on, or wouldn’t fit in
“The kids that we usually choose to
in either group,” he said. But as it
skip are highly gifted kids. And those
turns out, his son has friends in both
kids often have a few more problems
classes.
getting along than regular smart
kids,” she said. “It’s pretty rare that
Deciding to Skip
we find a grade skipped kid who is
Another family wanted their son testhaving more problems after grade
ed for learning differences and decidskipping.”
ed to test their daughter as well. She
Skipping Part of a Grade
was the youngest in her class, but
she wasn’t enjoying school. The
Subject acceleration is more common
mother, Patricia, would ask her
than full-fledged grade skipping.
daughter about school only to hear
Math, which is a longitudinal subject,
that it was “boring” and she’d done
is the most typical subject for acceler“nothing” in school. Her daughter
ation. “It feels boring to them to keep
wasn’t thriving academically.
doing what they already know how to
do,” said
“She would do the bare minimum for
Rimm. Reading and writing can allow her, and then she would check out,”
more room for increasing difficulty
said Patricia. Although meeting the
within a grade level.
basic performance standards for second grade, she was not engaged in
One family with a bright secondschool. Yet, once the tests came back
grader chose not to have their son
showing her to be extremely bright,
skip a grade, although school officials
the option was to pull her out for cerrecommended it. They had moved
tain subjects or skip a grade.
around a lot, and once in a new town,
they started their son in kindergarten. They decided that she should skip
third grade and go straight to fourth
“He was really happy even if he wasgrade. They felt she was emotionally
n’t challenged, and we didn’t want to
mature and wanted her to feel settled
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and a part of her class without worrying about schedules.
More than half a year later, it seems to
be working out academically. Socially,
it is probably not the best fit. Patricia’s daughter has a friend and is conforming herself to the fourth grade,
but “her natural inclinations are to
continue her friendships with her
third grade peers.”
“You can tell from the subjects she
chooses that she is an eight-year-old
who still wants to read about rainbows and unicorns, and her peers
have moved on to more mature topics,” said Patricia. She worries that,
as her daughter becomes a teenager,
many of her peers will be so much
more mature, driving and having romantic relationships well before it is a
consideration for her daughter.
“It is better for a child who is bored in
school to be challenged, so that [she
doesn’t] lose interest in learning.
There were caveats about the developmental differences,” Patricia said.
“I felt like we could support her in her
social and emotional development.”
Experts agree that children need to be
challenged. Not skipping a grade has
consequences, too, according to
Rimm. Such children become used to
things being effortless and will later
lack a strong work ethic. For others,
extreme boredom at school turns
them off to academics altogether.
“The risk of not doing it is that children will go for many years not being
challenged,” she said. “For many, being smart means that things are
easy.”

The Little Giant Way
By Brad Hulet Athletic Director Canton USD 66
game. The girls are very appreciative of the supPaint the town purple and gold! The 2017 fall port shown by their fans!
sports season has kicked-off with tremendous
success. Little Giant pride fills the hallways, The soccer field has been well represented by the
bleachers, courses, courts, and fields. The off- CHS boy’s team this season. Coach Weyers hopes
season preparation from the athletes and coach- an early season victory, over Olympia, will cataes has CHS making sports headlines around cen- pult the team into Mid-Illini play. Great start
tral Illinois.
boys!
The Canton High School girl’s cross-country team,
coached by Mr. Wittington and Miss Isbell competed in the 45th annual invite held at Big Creek
Park this past Saturday. Congratulations, goes to
the CHS girl’s team for placing 1st out of 18 teams
competing.

The Little Giant football team, led by new head
coach Meyers, takes on the Washington Panthers
this Friday. The commitment of the players and
coaching staff has led them to a 2-0 start and a #4
state class 4A ranking. Best of luck to the football
team as they begin Mid-Illini play this week.

Boy’s and Girl’s golf teams have been competing
all over central Illinois and strokes continue to
drop. Teams have placed several medalist in the
meets they’ve competed in and Coach Emery and
Coach Gregory are thrilled to see what the teams
can accomplish this season.

All of the CHS fall sports teams would like to express their sincere appreciation for the fans that
attend their events and cheer them on! IT’S ALWAYS A GREAT DAY TO BE A LITTLE GIANT!

CHS volleyball teams are in full swing under new
head coach Appell. Best of luck as you attempt to
find a seat in south gym when the girls take the
court. They are packing the place and our student section has been at capacity for every home
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Other Notes…….
STUDENTS LEARN BINARY CODE

This week, students in Ms. Spears third grade classroom dove into learning about binary coding. Students were able to interact with the inside of a computer and learned how the parts of the
computer work together to translate information. They then translated their gained knowledge to
constructing bead necklaces that spelled out their first names using binary code.

Giant Character
Coach Myers has implemented a new character development program for Canton Football
Players. Players are nominated by coaches for doing things like being a leader in the hallways or excelling in the classroom and in the community.
Four selections come from three position groups — running backs/linebackers, wide receivers/defensive backs and offensive/defensive linemen. A fourth is a coaches’ at-large
pick. “It’s a little relieving they know you’re there,” said Ethan Magnuson, this week’s representative of the RB/LB group. “You just have to really get their attention.” Each week’s
“Giant Characters” have added responsibilities in football. They attend the coaches meetings, suggest drills to run in practice, give speeches in huddles during practice and pregame, lead prayers and get to eat first during team meals. Canton has supported the Little
Giants, especially during last year’s deep playoff run, so the team continues to give back.
Players go to the different grade schools for “high-five Fridays” and assist with JFL practices. “I just like giving back to the community after all they did last year and imagining what
they’ll do for us this year,” said Nathan Lucas, a senior tight end and defensive back.
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Athlete spotlight: august
By Brad Hulet Athletic Director Canton USD 66

Lily Dixon Sr. Volleyball Team Captain

Casssidy Locke Jr. Volleyball Team Captain

Who are your parents? Kendra and Joe Dixon

Who are your parents?: Ryan and Michelle Locke

What is your favorite sport at CHS? Volleyball

What is your favorite sport at CHS? Volleyball

What is your favorite subject in school? English

What is your favorite subject in school? History

What are your plans after high school? I plan to graduate in December to get started at Spoon River College.

What are your plans after high school? I plan to
attend Spoon River College and transfer to a nursing school to earn my BSN.

What is your favorite movie? 27 Dresses
What is your favorite food? Mashed Potatoes

What is your favorite movie? San Andreas

What is your favorite book? The Hunger Games

What is your favorite food? Cheeseburger

Do you have any hobbies? I enjoy playing volleyball,
hanging with friends, reading, and longboarding.

Do you have any hobbies? I enjoy hunting and participating in service projects with my church.

Fun Fact about Lily? I have never seen any of the “Star
Wars” movies.

Fun Fact about Cassidy? I wear a size 11 ½ shoe!

What are your plans after college? I hope to move south, What are your plans after college? I’d like to become a Life Flight nurse.
where it’s warm, and become a dental hygienist.
What is the last place you traveled to? Traveling to visit
family in South Carolina has led me to want to live
somewhere warm after college.

What is the last place you traveled to? I traveled to
Haiti this summer on a mission trip with my
church.
What is your favorite memory from high school?
The second round playoff win in 2016 vs. Columbia!
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2017-2018 CUSD 66 School Contacts
Canton High School
1001 North Main Street
Canton, IL 61520
(309)647-1820

Ingersoll Middle School
1605 East Ash Street
Canton, IL 61520
(309)647-6951

Eastview Elementary School
1490 East Myrtle Street
Canton, IL 61520
(309) 647-0136

Principal Mike Lindy
Mike.lindy@cantonusd.org
Asst Principal Jay Valencia
Jay.valencia@cantonusd.org
AD Brad Hulet
Brad.hulet@cantonusd.org

Principal Wayne Krus
wayne.krus@cantonusd.org
Asst Principal Nate Pugh
Nathan.Pugh@cantonusd.org

Principal Bridgette Dennis
bdennis@cantonusd.org

Lincoln Elementary School
20 Lincoln Road
Canton, IL 61520
(309) 649-7594

Westview Elementary School
700 West Old Vine Street
Canton, IL 61520
(309) 647-2111

Principal Kilee McFerren
Kilee.McFerren@cantonusd.or

Principal Ann Grzanich
agrzanich@cantonusd.org

Don’t forget immunizations are due by October 13th. Students who fail to
provide proof of immunizations and a physical will be excluded from school
as mandated by state law.
For specific requirements visit Illinois Department of Public Health at
http://idph.prod.acquia-sites.com/topics-services/prevention-wellness/
immunization
or click here
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Upcoming Events


September 11 Lincoln Vision/Hearing Screening



September 12 Friends of Westview Meeting 3:15 p.m.



September 12 Lincoln School Supporters Meeting 6:30 p.m.



September 13 Little Giant Booster Club Meeting 6:30 p.m



September 13 Ingersoll Fall Pictures



September 23 Lincoln Fall Pictures



September 16 Friendship Festival Parade 10:00 a.m.



September 18 School Board Meeting 7 p.m.



September 19 Community Concert 7:30 p.m.



September 19 Eastview SOS 6:30 p.m.



September 20 Science Adventure Day Lincoln & Westview



September 21 Science Adventure Day Eastview & Westview
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